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A department devoted to the extension 0/ American trade in foreign lands 

Prosperity in Cuba 

THE United States bought more than $200,000,000 
worth of Cuba's sugar in 1917 and the island in

creased its imports of American goods by more than 
$32,000,000. We have few better customers than Cuba, 
which took more oCour products last year than any other 
country in this hemisphere except Canada. With more 
money at hand than it can spend and prospective 
revenues limited only by future sugar crops, Cuba is 
living high. 

An American business man who visited Santiago 
recently was astonished at the amount of wealth to be 
seen in that city of one-story dwellings. " The poorest 
shack has a lot of valuable furniture in it," he writes. 
" This was a surprise to me because I always associated 
poverty with a tropical climate. Prices make a New 
Yorker feel at home. I had lunch at the ' Casa Grande ' 
--curried rice and chicken, French fried potatoes, coffee, 
and an alligator pear-for which $1.40 was charged. 
There was no bread which commands famine prices here 
just now, but there is a superabundance of meat prod
ucts." 

�osperity connotes the . automobile. We have ex
ported , more than' 10,000 cars to Cuba during the last 
three years. To quote a member of the Cuban diplo
matic corps, " The Cubans are all purchasers of the neces
sities, comforts, and luxuries. All have money; the 
workingmen, farm hands and laborers get good _ wages 
and they spend their money for things they 
want." Automobiles may be placed in all three 
classes of goods bought by our neighbors. 
In Cuba, as elsewhere, they are important in 
the transportation system. The streets of 
Havana are well paved. Good rural roads are 
found throughout the island and they are being 
extended. These highways, of which more 
than 1,250 miles ara excellent macadamized 
roads, are ideal for automobiling, averaging 
about sixteen feet in width. 

The American Consul at Cienfuegos reported 
in May that there were 19 commercial motor 
cars, 104 private passenger cars, and 202 public 
passenger cars in use in that city. " The total 
will increase as the improvement of the streets 
and highways proceeds," he added. " The 
larger motor trucks are being used for hauling 
railroad construction material, and the smaller 
types give service as delivery wagons." 

Low or medium-priced cars have been in' 
most demand, but sales of higher-priced ma
chines show marked gains since the entrance of 
more American manufacturers into the Cuban 
market. The most satisfactory introductory 
method is to send competent representatives 
acquainted with trade conditions and the 
customs of the people and thoroughly con
versant with the Spanish language. 

to find out what is needed for the country's rehabilitation. 
The commodities recommended as necessary will be 
licensed freely for export from the United States and 
ships will be provided to carry them to Siberian ports 
whence they can be distributed in the interior. 

After supplying Russia's urgent need for food and 
clothing we shall deal with the transportation problem. 
Many thousands of miles of railways must be built. 
Although Russia now has the longest continuous line 
in the world, the 6,000-mile Trans-Siberian Railway, it is 
little better off today than the United States · was in 
1869, when the Union Pacific was completed. It is 
calculated that after the war Russia will have to build 
from six to seven thousand miles of railway annually. 
American locomotives worth more than $11,000,000 
were exported to Russia in 1917, as compared with less 
than $4,000,000 worth in 1916, and the value of our 
shipments of railway track material to that country 
increased from $4,400,000 in 1916 to $5,865,000 in 1917. 
There was a marked decline, however, in exports of 
freight cars last year, only $2,000,000 worth being sent 
in comparison with the $12,000,000 total in 1916. This 
trade in railway equipment has originated .since the war 
started. 
, A few years ago Russia was the greatest grain 
producing nation of the world. Today she hungers and 
the famine that confronts her threatens to be one of the 
greatest tragedies ever known. Her farms have been 

An important point in connection with the 
sale of American automobiles and other 
products in foreign countries is the registration 
of the manufacturer's trade mark. If an un
authorized person, for purposes of speculation, 
takes it upon himself to do this there is nothing 
in the laws of a number of Latin American 
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countries to prevent him and the result is costly for the 
manufacturer. The protection of an automobile trade 
mark is essential because of its relatively high value. 

The Economic Conquest of Russia 

REVOLUTIONS are a part of evolution and Russia's 
case is complicated by a world war that is draining 

the country of its resources and yielding nothing but 
misery in exchange. To those who can not see the 
possibility of an early return to law and order it seems 
like wasting time for American merchants to make any 
definite plans for resuming trade , . with Russia. Ever 
:;;ince the fall of 'the Kerensky government and the turning 
of liberty into license by the Bolsheviki business relations 
between the United States and Russia , have been prac
tically suspended. 

The greatest economic battle in history will be fought 
on Russian soil. For some time the Germans have been 
looting the European part of Russia, and they are now 
extending their pernicious methods to Siberia in an 
effort to complete the wreck and obtain all the salvage. 
Our ability to thwart the plans of our enemies will p.ave 
a decided effect upon the duration if not upon the result 
of the war. 

President Wilson has decided against armed inter
vention on our part, and we shall send agents of construc
tion instead of destruction. An American commission 
of commercial and industriaL leaders will visit Russia 

American cars on a Cuban highway near Havana-

stripped of men, animals, machines, and materials. 
Without aid, Russia will starve. She was beginning to 
become really acquainted with agricultural machinery 
when the war began. Potentially Russia offers by far 
the greatest selling field for American tractors, plews, 
and implements of any country in Europe. The TJnited 
States exported $5,400,000 worth of mowers and reapers 
to European Russia in 1917 and this figure surpassed the 
1913 shipments of all agricultural implements. Last 
year we sent nearly twice as much binder twine as' we 
did before the war. 

There is encouragement in a report that the State 
Department has authorized the shipment of 50,000 pairs 
of shoes to Russia. Although they are destined for 
Moscow, the American exporter will be responsible for 
preventing them from falling into the possession of the 
enemy. After the arrival in Russia of the American 
economic mission it is likely that a considerable .trade 
revival will take place, and the fore-sighted American 
exporter is now making a study of opportunities in the 
greatest of the world's markets. Occupying one-sixth 
of the land surface of the globe, .. Russia offers an unlimited 
field for the sale of American products. 

Russia's tremendous financial difficulties will have to be 
met by the development of its natural resources immedi
ately after the war. Timber is the greatest of its 
riches, its 1,125,000,000 acres surpassing in extent the 
timber land of all other countries. For reconstruction in 

Europe large quantities of timber will be needed and if 
its industry is properly developed Russia can supply 
in most part the demands of the belligerent nations. 
Platinum, which now leads the precious metals, is found 
in the Ural Mountains. If these deposits are to be 
saved from the Germans' grasp we must deal some 
telling blows, and none will be more effective than the 
investment of American capital in the exploitation of 
Russia's natural wealth. 

The remarkable' success of the German trader in 
Russia before the war was due to a commercial treaty 
that favored German interests to a marked degree and 
to the employment of business methods that Americans 
would do well to examine. Their ,salesmen spoke 
Russian fluently, distributed catalogs in that language, 
and extended liberal credit. Hamburg and Bremen 
were formerly the chief gateways to European Russia, 
so Germany was credited with large amounts of imports 
and exports actually representing transshipped goods. 

During Russia's present cO!Dmercial illness we should 
not forget the striking econoIl'ic development of the 
country in the decade preceding the war. In that time 
its national wealth almost doubled. The production 
of coal, iron, and copper increased rapidly. The number 
of Russian business houses rose from 862,000 in 1901 to 
approximately 1,500,000 in 1914. In' the opinion of a 
well-known authority, Russia's present situation is not 
worse than that of the United States after the Civil War. 

With its large population, its inherent possibili
ties, and its demand for liberty, Russia needs 
only a helping hand to enable the continuance 
of its progress. The United States is best pre
pared tp furnish the necessary aid, and the 
manner in which we meet. the Russian problem 
will 'be a direct measure of our ability to com,.. 
bat Germany commercially and to seize the 
greatest opportunity that has ever arisen in 
the world's markets. 

Uruguay Wants Direct Trade 

BECAUSE Montevideo is onIy·25 miles from 
Buenos Aires, the latter port has been used 

as a trade center for Uruguay by many American 
shippers. That such a plan is unsatisfactory 
to the Uruguayans is evinced by this statement 
of a Montevideo merchant to the representative 
of a New York firm: "We want you and your 
friends to do business with us direct. Don't 
make us do it through Buenos Aires. We have 
a fine city of half a million people, and we want. 
to deal directly with you." 

Although Uruguay is the smallest of the 
South American republics and its population is 
not much more than 1,500,000, it is an attrac
tive market for American goods because of the 
continually rising standard of its people, its 
excellent transportation facilities in normal 
times, and its increasing imports of foodstuffs, 
iron and steel, glass, woodenware, oils, chemicals 
medicines, stationery, toilet articles, tobacco, 
textiles, shoes, hats, and silks. The growing 
manufacturinc: interests .cannot begin to meet 
tha country's needs, with the consequence that 
it must depend almost altogether upon the 

importation of foreign goods. 
In 1917 Uruguay imported $18,400,000 worth of 

American products, against $11,850,000 worth in 1916. 
After the war we shall meet !;lome spirited competition in 
this market, where English capital is heavily invested. 
The ten cities with a population of 10,000 or more offer a 
good opportunity for the, sale of higher-class articles. 
American exporters will profit by arranging for representa
tion at Montevideo and extending thei� business in the 
region tributary to it. 

The Uruguayan Government recently created a 
National Bureau of Commerce, among the functions of 
which are to furnish information concerning the com
merce and industries, legislation, .railways, shipping of 
the country and to aid merchants and ' manufacturers 
in the importation and the exportation of merchandise, 
especially under abnormal business conditions due to 
difficulties imposed in other nations. 

Rabbit Pest in New Zealand 

a fair illustration of the 'rabbit pest in certain 
portions of New Zealand, and especially in the drier 

sections of the South Island, it is-stated that on an est*e 
lately taken over by the New Zealand Go:vernment1Co�
prising 12,446 acres of freehold and a pli.Stbral run 'of 
19,250 acres there were killed or captured about -120,000 
rabbits in order to clear up the property so as to make it 
suitable for the loc'stion of returned soldiers. 
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